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INTRODUCTION
Application Auditor is a tool designed to assist APPX Application Developers in managing
development. It can track changes to applications, manage the design transfer process,
warn of potential conflicts, and more.
Major features of Application Auditor include:
• Warns the designer if they are changing something that has been changed as part
of another Task, but not yet transferred.
• Object 'Tickers' to remind the designer of related changes that may be required.
• When transferring changes, an optional 'checklist' of files to create or restructure,
or processes to run is produced.
• Tight integration with Application Design. Application Auditor's major features are
available via the Audit information button.
• Automatic assignment of Release Numbers to your changes, using the release
number on the Application Parameters record.
• Various reporting and inquiry options so you can see the history of changes to an
object.
• An optional time tracking system to record the time spent on a Task.
• An optional estimating feature which allows you to create a 'rough cut' estimate of
a change.
• If Email addresses are entered, an email interface updates designers and managers
of changes to Task status, new requests, etc. (Linux servers only)
• A Request Entry screen for users to directly enter change requests.
Release 6.0 adds some significant new features:
•

An 'Object Repository' where you can check in and check out changes to Processes,
Files, Fields, Resources and Domains. Finally, APPX developers can have the same
benefits as developers in other languages who use GIT or CVS!

•

Compatible with the latest APPX features, such as Table Widgets and the HTML
client.

•

Automatic transfer of associated files when transferring Resources.

•

When Design Transferring changes, you can optionally have the processes compiled
after the transfer, ensuring that they will run or failing that, quickly identifying any
problems.

This document gives an overview of the major features. Contact ‘sales@cansyswest.com’
for more information or to arrange a demonstration or trial copy.
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FEATURES
USING APPLICATION AUDITOR
When you install Application Auditor, you get to define the versions and systems to track, as well as status
and priority codes which are used to track and manage the Projects and Tasks. You can also define Object
Ticklers. These are reminders that you can attach to any APPX object. For example, if you have a master
file and an archive version, you can attach a tickler to each one, reminding you that if you change one you
probably have to change the other. The tickler will then appear whenever you log a change to either file.
You also define the designers and users for the system. Change requests can be entered directly by the
users, and can be converted to Projects/Tasks for a designer to work on. Projects and Tasks can also be
added directly without a change request.
Application Auditor has been designed to be as unobtrusive as possible. It stays out of the way until you
need it, so you can continue your normal application development style.

You can even install a ‘Hook’ process to
make common functions available via the
Audit button in Application Design.
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A ‘Task View’ screen gives the designer an overview of all work in progress:

This is a common screen for Designers to work from. From here, the designer can view the ‘Object
Worksheet’, Design Transfer a Task, close the task if it’s complete and other functions.

When you are at a good stopping
point in your development, you
can use the ‘Object Wizard’ to find
all the objects you changed since
you last checked.
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Application Auditor will then scan your application for changes to Domains, Files, Work Fields, Resources
and Processes and show you a list of what has changed:

You can review this list, delete objects you don’t care about (i.e., one time processes to create or view
test data, etc.), and enter comments about your changes. If an object is already on another worksheet, a
red dot will appear beside it and you can click the ‘Collision’ button to see the detail. If there is a tickler
associated with an object, a yellow dot will appear beside it and you can click the ‘Tickler’ button to see
those details. For convenience, you can also add a Tickler from this screen.
When you click ‘Ok’, the objects will be added to your Object Worksheet, awaiting design transfer to
production or a test environment. If you have processes that have to be run or external scripts/programs
that have to be tracked, you can add them here as well.
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The ‘Object Worksheet’ then shows the specific Objects that have been changed for a Task:

When your changes are complete & ready to transfer, you can run the Design Transfer step:

The options here are mostly self-explanatory, but a few are worth some discussion:
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Transfer Changed Objects Only?: Application Auditor keeps track of what it has already transferred. If
you transfer this Task again, it will skip those objects that have not changed since the last transfer.
Compile Ems?: After the transfer is complete, Application Auditor will automatically compile the changed
programs. If any fail to compile you will get a list showing the process and error. From there you can drill
down to the actual process to get more information. This helps ensure you have transferred everything.
Fast Transfer?:

Normally, Application Auditor produces a Journal showing all the objects that have

changed, scripts or processes that have to be run after the transfer, etc. For some simple changes, this is
overkill, you can check this box to skip the reporting & go directly to the transfer step.
Repository Options: If you are using the Repository feature, you can have your changes automatically
checked in to the Repository as well as transferred to the target version.

REPORTING/INQUIRIES
Application Auditor includes a variety of reports and inquiries.
Designers can optionally record the time spent on a Task, and if they do, that information is available in the
Task Time inquiry.
You can view the history of changes to an Object or Project/Task. A Collision inquiry allows you to check if
an object is already on a worksheet before you begin working on it.

A search capability allows you to find
Projects/Tasks

based

on

various

criteria.

Reporting includes various status reports as well as a report to show undocumented changes.
An Object List report with selection criteria on all fields in the Object file allows you to answer such questions
as ‘Show me all changes logged yesterday’, or ‘Show me all changes to the CUSTOMER file’.
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REPOSITORY
Application Auditor now includes an ‘Object Repository’, where it can store previous versions of Processes,
Domains, Files, Work Fields and Resources. This is similar to the source code control offered by products
like CVS and GIT, but designed for the APPX environment. No 3rd party tools are used or required, it is all
managed within the standard APPX environment.
The benefits for developers are many:
ü You don’t have to make ‘just in case’ copies of processes before making major changes.
ü You can restore any prior version of a Process, File, Field, Domain, Work Field or Resource, either to
its original location or a different location.
ü You have protection from ‘accidental’ changes so you can develop fearlessly!
Here’s how it works
When you install Application Auditor, you also add a new application to your APPX installation to act as a
‘Repository’.

You then indicate which version and which applications in that version you want to keep in the Repository.
An initial setup step will load those applications into the Repository. This becomes the ‘base’ version of your
applications.

As you make changes in your applications
you can check in your changes. You can
check them in manually whenever you want
or have Application Auditor check them in for
you when you run a Design Transfer. The
check in step includes the date/time, a
comment

and

an

optional

Project/Task.

When checking in a Resource, if the Location
Type is Design or Server File, Application
Auditor will even save a version of associated
graphic files!
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At

any

point

you

can

review

the

Repository for the current Object and
check it out of the Repository. You can
restore it to its original location, or more
likely, restore it to a different name or
application so that you can compare that
version to the version you are currently
working

on.

Optionally,

Application

Auditor can take you to the process just
restored in design mode.

You can also review the entire contents of the Repository at any time, and check out any object.
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CUSTOMER TESTIMONIAL
But don’t take our word for it, here’s what our most recent customer had to say:
[…] On Thursday we Design Transferred the work that my colleague had been working on since mid-Jan.
She’d estimated 75 objects. There were over 310 over 3 apps before we kicked off the first run at 10:05.
The compile EMs option was really helpful in isolating the elements that were missed… final tally was nearly
500. Being able to only DT changed object on subsequent runs was really nice. All done by 11:40 and that
was taking our time.
I can’t imagine wrestling nearly 500 changes in by hand.

-

Bruce Johnston, bjohnston@eckler.ca

FAQ
Sounds great, but how much does Application Auditor Cost?
•

Nothing! Application Auditor is released under the Common Development and Distribution License.

Doesn’t APPX already include a Source Code Control System?
•

It’s not quite the same thing. It’s intended to track and restrict designer activities, not assist them
in managing development. There’s no reporting, no Object Ticklers, etc. It doesn’t have a repository,
so there’s no revision control.

I like the Repository concept, but I don’t want to bother with Projects, Tasks, etc. Can I just use
the Repository to manage my applications?
•

Yes! You can install the Hook process and manually check in/out changes at any time.

What happens if the Repository Index gets damaged? Do I lose all my revisions?
•

No! Application Auditor stores additional information with the Application Design files in the
Repository and can rebuild the complete index, if necessary.

What are the requirements?
•

You must be running APPX 5.1 or greater and use either APPX Desktop Client (aka Java Client) or
the new HTML client.
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